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U.S. Green Party international representatives Mike Feinstein and John 
Resenbrink participate in an historic vote to establish a Global Green 
Charter.   Photo: Tony Affigne
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Attendees at Federation of Green Parties of the Americas, Sept. 8, 2000: Lima, Peru
L-R, Eduardo Chavez (Colombia Green Party), Annie Goeke (ASGP-USA),

Antonio Jorge Melo Viana (Brazilian Green Party), Jorge Torres Gonzales and
Natalia Escudero (Mexican Green Party), Flora MarÌa Hurtado (Peruvian Green Party), 

Marian Coyne (European Federation), Alvaro Gomez (Chilean Green Party) 
The Federation’s next meeting will be September 2001 in the Dominican Republic.

T h e Greens in Canberra: 
Finding the keys for planetary coop-
eration, action
By JOHN RESENBRINK
Maine Green Party

The Canberra, Australia 2001 Global Green Gathering saw 800 Greens from 72 
Countries attend, 210 of whom were voting delegates.  The event was a global 
Green milestone for several reasons.

First, the delegates adopted a comprehensive Global Green Charter. All Green Parties in the 
world have the opportunity and are invited to accept and adopt this Charter, in whole or in part. 
The Charter forms a key building block in the gradual formation of an organized planetary Green 
presence, to counterbalance and eventually prevail over the kind and degree of globalization prac-
ticed by the super-corporations that straddle the globe and dominate the politics of nations.

Second, the delegates adopted a Global Green Coordination/Global Green Network. It is 
commissioned to deepen communication, especially via the Internet, among Green Parties and 
Federations everywhere; to promote the Global Green Charter among the Green Parties of the world, 
kindred groups, and in society at large; and to stimulate and facilitate action on matters of global 
consequence. 

The Global Green Coordination will be composed of three representatives from each of the four 
Green Federations: the Federation of the Americas, the European Federation, the African Federation, 
and the Asian-Pacific Federation. It will facilitate tasks undertaken on behalf of the goals stated 
above; its decisions are by consensus. Its integral companion, the Global Green Network, will be 
composed of two representatives from each of the national Green Parties in the world that endorse 
the Global Green Charter. The Network will assist the work of the Coordination.

Third, as a start in taking action together, the delegates voted to call for a worldwide boycott of 
three oil super-corporations, Mobil-Exxon, Chevron, and Texaco. These were chosen because of their 
enormous political campaign contributions to George W. Bush's presidential campaign, money that 
played a major role in directing his administration to renege on the Kyoto Treaty.  Bush's backtrack-
ing on Kyoto was a great spur to the gathering and helped focus its energy and sense of purpose.

Fourth, the range and variety of cultures, political institutions, languages, social contexts and 
styles of life among the 800 Greens was in itself a tremendous indication of the breadth of the world-
wide Green movement.  We came together and grew together, united in our Green purpose and yet 
so different in the ways in which we understand, interpret and act on that purpose. The many one-
on-one interchanges and social time together, including the Saturday night dinner in the famous 
Australian national parliament building, created numerous political and spiritual linkages across 
cultures that will endure and will deepen.  The next planetary gathering of Greens is scheduled to be 
in Africa within the next four to five years. We Greens are building momentum on a planetary scale.

Fifth, ASGP participants made a variety of contributions. Annie Goeke, as a member of the 
Reference Group that planned the Gathering, arrived early to assist in the daily operations, as did 
Lynn Serpe.  Annie  spoke at special events around Australia beforehand, promoting the Gathering 
and getting good media coverage; chaired an afternoon panel; and, together with Theresa Amato 
from Nader's office, conducted a workshop on Nader's presidential bid. Theresa also addressed 
the entire Gathering on behalf of Nader, while Mike Feinstein did the same about the presidential 
campaign strategy from the U.S. Green Party’s perspective.  Feinstein also spoke persuasively dur-
ing key votes on the Global Charter.  Tony Affigne, Tod Sloan, and John Rensenbrink lobbied hard 
and negotiated non-stop for an Action Planning/Global Green Network. With help from Canadian, 

Greens Step Up Call for 
Boycott of Major Oil Corps. 
Following Bush Trip to 
Europe

U.S. Greens outraged at the police treatment
of anti-Bush protesters in Sweden

From ASGP News Release dated June 22, 2001

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Greens say that the boycott of major oil compa-
nies is more urgent than ever in the wake of President Bush's perfor-
mance during his recent European tour.  Green Parties from all over 
the world called for a worldwide boycott of Exxon Mobil, Texaco and 
Chevron — powerful lobbies and contributors to Mr. Bush's election 
— during the Global Greens 2001 Conference in Canberra, Australia in 
mid April.

President Bush said he's skeptical of scientificwarnings about 
global warming, even though an overwhelming majority of scientists, 
including Nobel Prize winners (not scientists on the payroll of Exxon 
Mobil and other corporations), and recent studies have confirmed 
changes in climatic patterns and the human causes behind them.

On the other hand, the President continues to promote a "Star 
Wars" national missile defense scheme, a pipedream of Reagan and 
a boondoggle for defense contractors, despite the lack of scientific 
foundation and the failure of testing.  Enactment of Star Wars would 
also sabotage the 1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty and reignite the 
nuclear arms race.

Greens in the United States agree with Greens in Europe and the 
rest of the world — and with the outrage from European governments 
and citizens — that these policies are divisive, fraudulent, and destruc-
tive.  President Bush's positions have nothing to do with science or 
concern for the health of humans and our environment, and every-
thing to do with corporate profits.  

Greens also note that President Bush's obstruction of the Kyoto 
measures (which Greens consider flawed and inadequate, but a vital 
first step), promotion of Star Wars and antidemocratic free trade pacts, 
and support for the death penalty are continuations of Clinton-Gore 
policy.

Given such threats to the future of Europe and the rest of the 
world, Europeans had every justification to protest President Bush's 
visit to the European Summit in Gothenburg, Sweden in mid June.

Despite promises of restraint and cooperation, Swedish police sur-
rounded, blockaded, and invaded sites where forums on anti-global-
ization were taking place. Police unleashed dogs on peaceful protest-
ers, trampled them on horseback, brutally beat whose who lied down 
in the street in order to surrender, arrested uninvolved bystanders, and 
even fired on one crowd, with at least one reported death.

As in the demonstrations held in Seattle, Washington D.C., 
Cincinnati, Prague, and other cities, police used these tactics to intimi-
date peaceful protesters and incite people to violence -- and to cre-
ate the wrongful impression, especially among the media, that most 

anti-globalization activists are violent, even 
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By JO CHAMBERLAIN, Green Party of California (joc@pobox.com)

The conference held in Sydney (7-9 April 2001), with more than 7,400 people 
from 14 countries and 50 speakers attending.  The average age under 25 years.  
Most of these young people were partially or wholly self-funded, not official del-
egates to the Global Green conference, and did not have voting rights.

Overall, the Global Young Greens conference was a huge organizing task, and it 
highlighted many areas that Green parties have to work very hard on in the future.  
One example is there was no evidence of regional networks of contacts in the Asia 
Pacific region, Africa or the Americas, although the Federation of Young European 
Greens was strong — which was encouraging.  However, we have gone from no 
global contact and in many cases to regional contact between young members to 
a strong network of friends. Our hope is that this network will be nurtured and the 
Global Greens conference listens to the young Greens.

The GYG conference was not an "event" before the major conference.  It was a 
vital part of the Global Greens conference; hopefully with adequate support, there 
will be as many delegates to the youth conference next time as there was to the 
Global Greens conference. 

Under the regime of corporate globalization, youth are being faced with chal-
lenges that have not been faced by youth in the world before, like being treated as 
a commodity to be sold and bargained for, treated as worthless and of no value to 
the community, misunderstood and misrepresented, abused, mistreated, violated, 
silenced and restricted from self expression.  

These issues have wide ranging effects on youth: poverty, homelessness to 
drug dependency and suicide.  In Third World countries, on average 50% of the 
population is 18 years and younger.  These young people face malnutrition, hard 
labor, drug trafficking, health problems, no access to birth control, violence and war, 
little or no education, contaminated water supply, exposure and other horrors.

As membership and parliamentary representation grows, one of the biggest 
risks the Greens face is isolation. With strong links between youth and the Greens, 
we have a voice in Parliament, and the Greens maintain their connection to the 
community.  Youth are constantly pushing the boundaries of political action. The 
resources, skills and experience of youth should not be underestimated.

Many think that young people are apathetic. This is not the same as with-
drawal in disgust. Many are trapped between a corporate culture and a deep 
sense of a need for change.  Supporting, assisting and encompassing youth 
involvement in politics and Parliament includes providing role models and 
resources, networking, taking youth seriously and allowing youth to participate 
on our own terms.

The Greens must hold and articulate a broader vision — reform must always 
be held as steps toward fundamental change, rather than ends in themselves. 
The Greens must not be afraid of fundamental change.  Ultimately the change 
lies not in governments, or in reforming corporations or international agencies, 
but instead creating a change in consciousness of ordinary and allied individuals 
motivated by and working actively for radical change.

By Marian Coyne (marianscot@pi.be)

European Federation of Green Parties Spokesperson 

We did it !

European Greens went ‘down under’ to Australia from more than two 
thirds of our member Parties, along with NGO reps from several other 
European countries. We joined Greens from every Continent to meet face 
to face, share experiences, and discuss global strategies for future com-
munication and joint campaigning. For three days we worked hard by day 
and party-ed hard by night. 

There were strong disagreements over emphasis, but not over fun-
damentals. On the final day, we accepted by acclamation a Global Green 
Charter and a Global Green Coordination framework. Agreement was also 
reached on giving priority to a a global ‘push’ for ratification of the Kyoto 
Protocol. “Sign it, George!” was our call, and a boycott of US oil companies 
our accompanying threat.

Two days after the final joyful tears and farewell hugs, and after 
agreeing to meet again by 2006, we have left Canberra to return home 
to Europe. It is perhaps too early to assess what these developments will 
mean for Green politics, but potentially we will see a rapid ‘seeding’ of 
Green Parties in places like Asia, a better organisation within and mong 
the four Federations, and the development of serious global campaigning 
by the Greens.

No one present in Canberra could doubt the importance of face to 
face contacts to bring about these developments. Now we have agreed 

to help every Green Party go ‘on-line’ 
and foster virtual debate and discussion 
henceforth. For our Australian hosts, 
whose tireless efforts and whose hospi-
tality were outstanding, there has been 
an immediate raising of their public pro-
file, and throughout Asia the Greens are 

gearing up to enter the political process directly.
Back home, several Green Parties are preparing for important elec-

tions, where domestic issues still far outweigh our embryonic global 
identity. Our central themes of ecological sustainability, social justice, and 
democracy will be given local expression as always. But over time our 
global Green vision will make an increasing impact on our voters’ under-
standing of our local and national campaigns.

The European perspective
Global Young Greens 2001photo: Australian Greens

Preamble
We, as citizens of the planet and members of 
the Global Greens,

United in our awareness that we depend on 
the Earth’s vitality, diversity and beauty, and 
that it is our responsibility to pass them on, 
undiminished or even improved, to the next 
generation

Recognising that the dominant patterns of 
human production and consumption, based 
on the dogma of economic growth at any 
cost and the excessive and wasteful use of 
natural resources without considering Earth’s 
carrying capacity, are causing extreme dete-
rioration in the environment and a massive 
extinction of species

Acknowledging that injustice, racism, pover-
ty, ignorance, corruption, crime and violence, 
armed conflict and the search for maximum 
short term profit are causing widespread 
human suffering

Accepting that developed countries through 
their pursuit of economic and political goals 

have contributed to the degradation of the 
environment and of human dignity

Understanding that many of the world’s 
peoples and nations have beenimpoverished 
by the long centuries of colonisation and 
exploitation, creating an ecological debt 
owed by the rich nations to those that have 
been impoverished

Committed to closing the gap between rich 
and poor and building a citizenship based on 
equal rights for all individuals in all spheres 
of social, economic, political and cultural life

Recognising that without equality between 
men and women, no real democracy can be 
achieved 

Concerned for the dignity of humanity and 
the value of cultural heritage

Recognising the rights of indigenous people 
and their contribution to the common heri-
tage, as well as the right of all minorities and 
oppressed peoples to their culture, religion, 
economic and cultural life

Convinced that cooperation rather than com-
petition is a pre-requisite for ensuring the 
guarantee of such human rights as nutritious 
food, comfortable shelter, health, education, 
fair labour, free speech, clean air, potable 
water and an unspoilt natural environment

Recognising that the environment ignores 
borders between countries and

Building on the Declaration of the Global 
Gathering of Greens at Rio in 1992 Assert the 
need for fundamental changes in people’s 
attitudes, values, and ways of producing and 
living

Declare that the new millennium provides a 
defining point to begin that transformation

Resolve to promote a comprehensive con-
cept of sustainability which:

• protects and restores the integrity of the 
Earth’s ecosystems, with special concern for 
biodiversity and the natural processes that 
sustain life

• acknowledges the interrelatedness of all 
ecological, social and economic processes

• balances individual interests with the com-
mon good

• harmonises freedom with responsibility

• welcomes diversity within unity

• reconciles short term objectives with long 
term goals

• ensures that future generations have the 
same right as the present generation to 
natural and cultural benefits

Affirm our responsibility to one another, to 
the greater community of life, and to future 
generations

Commit ourselves as Green parties and 
political movements from around the world 
to implement these interrelated principles 
and to create a global partnership in support 
of their fulfilment.

GLOBAL GREEN DECLARATION ON PLANETARY SUSTAINABILITY
http://www.global.greens.org.au/entrance.html

www.europeangreens.org




